" Ah ! He knew nothing about it. You were hiding
something from him ? "
" No, there was nothing to hide. There wasn't any-
thing to suspect. I was thinking of mental things,
things which I can account for to nobody—not even to
myself," said Helene shortly, and the same brooding
expression returned to her tired face.
" Very well. We will leave Ambrosius out of the
picture for the moment. Can you explain to me how it
was that you ever came to think of a suicide pact ? I
see two young people before me, healthy, free to do
what they will, having a love affair which seems to have
been happy. Rainer had just passed his State examina-
tion with success. You yourself are just about to take
your degree. I look in vain for any psychological
support for your statements."
" Rainer had very little courage to face life with; he
was not happy in his studies or his career. And in
addition there were family troubles. He had just recently
learned that his father was suffering from an incurable
disease. He did not feel strong enough to bear the
responsibilities which were put upon him. Beside that,
there was his whole outlook on life, his negative attitude
to life."
" Well, I will leave it for the moment whether that
sort of weariness of life could have produced sufficient
courage to Commit: suicide. But let us assume that
Rainer wished to die. Then what caused you yourself to
agree to a suicide pact, as you put it ? You had no
reason/*
** I was under his influence.**
" You yourself say that he was weak-willed; whereas
you, on the other hand, give one the impression of being
very energetic and determined. I can find no likelihood
ia your story. When I*sum up the facts, they appear
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